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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tick E character and akilities of the late 

| Reverend and Learned Mr. CHAIS, a Pro- 
teſtant of the Calviniſtic perſuaſion, and a 

' miniſter of the French Church at the 

Hague, are too well known in the literary 

world to need any panegyric of mine. 

What the Reviewers have ſaid of him 
lately *, would render this, if elſe it had 


i neceſſary, totally needleſs. 


From a poſthumous volume of his Ser- 


mons the following Diſcourſe is ſelected. i 


Not becauſe any peculiar pains have been 
taken with this, which is the fifth ſermon 
of the volume, but ſimply as being on a 
general ſubject, equally adapted to all 
claſſes of Chriſtians, is it taken in prefer- 

_ ence to the reſt. The deſign in putting * 
forth alone, is, to lay before the Public 


a ſpecimen of the work and tranſlation; 


which, if approved and encouraged, may 
be followed by an Engliſh edition of the 


| whole volume. 


a See Monthly Review, Appendix to Vol. 78. p. 564. 


Some 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


"Raw who are | acquainted with the. e 


Tranſlator, and know him to be of ſenti- 
ments very different from the Author's 
on the ſpeculative points of Theology, | 
i may be ſomewhat ſurpriſed at his tranſlat- . 
ing and publiſhing the Sermons of a 


Calviniſtic Divine. It may ſuffice for the 


preſent to ſay, that the Author's peculiar 
tenets are ſeldom introduced: and where 


they are, it is done with propriety; be- 


cauſe they are deſigned to eſtabliſh more 
firmly the moral and devotional duties of 
religion, and to impreſs the heart more 
deeply with a ſenſe of their excellence and 
importance. Should ſufficient encourage- 

ment be given to publiſh the whole volume, 
the Tranſlator will then be able to explain 

_ himſelf more fully on this and ſome 


bother points. 
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Page 7. line 17, for ſuch manner, read fach a manner, 
IO. margin, for 13, 15, read XIII. 5. 
18. line 2 from the bottom, for (? ) read 45 a) 
19. Iine 11, for preponder, read preponderate. 
24. line ꝙ, 8, for holieſt of all holies, read Holy 
of Holics, 


SERMON V. 


N THE JUDGMENTS OF MAN. 


But be that at judge ne, 15 the Tos” 


1 Conmarurans, | iv. "= 


My BazTuREN, 


Tur language which the - Apaltl | 


maintains in our text, diſcovers an elevation 


alone, 1s the moſt exalted Privilege of con- 
ſcience. 1 


Such was the conduct of Raine Paul. Fully 
ſenſible of the dignity of the ſacred truſt with 


' SERMON 
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| | — 45 a 85 
of ſoul, and, if I may ſpeak ſo, a noble pride A TO Teen 
TS which nothing but virtue can inſpire. To - 
| preſerve ourſelves independent on the judg- 
” ments of men, while we uniformly obſerve. 
f EX the laws and regulations of ſociety ; to be able 
Z to diſdain their approbation, when they un- 
juſtly refuſe it; to make the appeal to God 


which he was inveſted, he wiſhed that his 
= character 


EV Conts XTHIANS, iv. 4. 


6 chickfer ſhould be reſpected, and himſelf c 
— Knowledged as à miniſter of Chriſt, a fleward of 
Ver. 1. the myſteries of God. Moreover, he knew his 
„ en duty; he knew that it 5s required in ftow- 
Ver. 2» ards, that a man be found faithful, and he ne- 
oo glected nothing by attention to which he 
might deſerve this commendation. In vain were 
intereſt and envy obſtinate in their attempts 
of detraction ; in vain did the enemies, jealous 5 
of his apoſtleſhip, refuſe to his virtues and la- q 
bours their juſt due: he declares expreſsly, _ 
that as he pretends not to be crowned by his 
vir, 3,4 own hands, with him it 15 4 very ſmall thing to be 
| Judged of man's Judgment. *I do not find myſelf x 


* I do not fied mM) elf ale This i is the tranſlation of 4 
the French verſion. Our Engliſh vulgar tranſlation of this 
ſentence, For I know nothing by myſelf, is exceedingly ob- 
ſcure ; nor can it thence be conceived why the apoſtle 
| ſhould immediately add, yet am I not hereby juſtified. It 
alſo ſeems not well to agree with the original, Oude e 
i ανοντντ ovoid. Tyre fignifies not merely to know, but 
to know within oneſelf, to be conſcious. Oude eh⁰νοꝛ 
_ ques mult therefore ſignify , 1 am not conſcious of any thing. E 
| Hence appears the propriety of Mr. Chais' paraphraſe, 3 
which ſets this paſſage in a juſt light. It ſeems that tze 


| | Apoſtle had been accuſed by ſome of unfaithfulneſs i in his g 
: | office; and in reply he ſays, But with me it is a very ſmall s 
i | | thing to be judged of you, or of man's Judgment, even thou gh 5 


1 I be condemned by it; as the word uſed implies. Tea 
—_ Judge not mine own /elf, to condemn myſelf. And then, in 
the paſſage i in queſtion, he gives the reaſon why he did not 
judge to condemn niece he is not opens of any 
thing — of it. 
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On the Judgments of Man. 
Luiliy, ſays he, of any of thoſe things which 


"ow 
are laid to my charge; yet am I not hereby 
juſtified, or exempt from fault. But, he adds, 
it belongs not to man to judge before the time; it 
belongs to him who will make manifeſt the counſels 


ver. 35. 


Ee the heart, from whom every man ſhall then have 


praiſe. He that judgeth me, is the Lord. 


Would God, my brethren, that we had the : 
piety of St. Paul ! Then we ſhould be inſpired 
with the ſame noble ſentiments as he. What 
do I ſay? Is not a ſound underſtanding alone 
able to apprehend, that, as little as mankind 
are capable of being abſolute judges of the 
| merit of their fellow men, ſo much in every 
reſpect does it belong to the Lord to decide 
concerning it? Of this we ſhall endeavour to 
convince you in our preſent diſcourſe; and, 
that it may become the more uſeful, we ſhall | 


divide it into two general parts. In the firſt 


we will explain the principle of thoſe diſpo- | 


fitions, with which we fain would inſpire 


: you; the other ſhall be reſerved for ſupport- 
ing, in this principle, the : conſequences How- 


Ing from * 


In the firſt we ſhall ſhow you that a helices : 


who i is habituated to thought and reflection, 


can acknowledge no other arbiter of true 


merit, than God alone. In the other we ſhall 


_ deduce thence ſome important directions for 
the regulation of our conduct, and ſecurity of 
— 18 — 
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Luke xvli. 


1. Commun s, iv. 4. 


our peace. Happy ſhall we all be, if, entering 
xy properly into the ſpirit of the Apoſtle, we be- 
E come ſo far imitators of his virtues, as to be 
able to ſay, with the ſame boldneſs as Le He 
| that judgeth me, is the Lord. Amen. 


1. In declaring that he means not to de- 


Pend on the judgment of men, but that he who | 
judgeth kim, and to whoſe deciſion he ſubmits, 5 
is the Lord; St. Paul reaſons, as you perceive, 1 
on the general theſis we have undertaken to 
prove. It is this, That a man who thinks juſtly, 
will never acknowledge any other arPiter of true 
merit, than God alone. 
My brethren, do not connect any falſe ideas | 
with theſe expreſſions. | In a ſtrict and theo- 
logical ſenſe, men can have no merit before 
Cod, becauſe they owe themſelves and every 
thing they poſſeſs wholly to him; and there 
fore, when they have done 1 in obedience to him 
every thing they can do, they have done only their 
duty, they are till unprofitable ſervants. But if 
une take the word merit in a moral ſenſe, as ſig- 
nifying that aſſemblage of qualities of the heart and 
mind which renders men eſteemed and worthy f 
proiſe, we ſee no inconvenience in granting 
them a merit by which they ſhall obtain the 
approbation of the Lord; and which, in con- 


ſequence of his grace and progollcs, will de- 


rive to them the rich ellects or the divine 


goodneſs. 


On 
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On the Judgments of Man, 


On the other hand, when, in oppoſition to 


human judgments, we ſay that God alone can be 
the abſolute arbiter of this merit, we mean not to 
_ deprive men of the right of judging, to a cer- 
tain degree, of the reſpective. merit of each 
other. It is a natural, unalienable right, and 8 
is immediately conſequent on our being cre- 
5 ated by God capable of reaſoning. Whereas 
it is the part of a fool 7 ſee many things, and ob. 
ſerve them not; the wiſe man's eyes are in his bead 
to notice what he ſees. While he beholds the 
vices and virtues of other men, his mind can- 
not but condemn the one and approve the 
bother. To condemn the vicious, is a duty 
which he owes to order ; and juſtice demands 1 5 
= that he ſhould applaud the good for their vir- 
tuous conduct. That he may refuſe his eſteem 
to the former, and grant It to the latter, it is 
neceſſary that he Paſs a judgment on each. 
Beſides, the duty we owe to our equals, and 
the connection, whether more or leſs intimate, 
Vhich nature, ſociety, and religion eſtabliſh 
between them and us, neceſſarily requires chat 
we ſhould neglect no means of fully inveſtigat- 
ing their real character. In a word, our own 
| intereſt demands this. —Again then we aſhrm, 
that the right of judging of the characters of 
others, and the exerciſe of that right, is the na- 
tural prerogative of a rational being. In this 
. ſenſe, and 1n Proportion to the extent of his 
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SERMON 


: V. 


1. Conmmuans, i iv. 5 


knowledge, every one has the privilege of 
_ Judging for himſelf of the merit of others; 
nor can any one be condemned for his judg- 
ment, when the deciſion is reaſonable and juſt. 
What then is the preciſe meaning of the 
Apoſtle i in this paſſage, and whence, that he 
rejects every other judgment but that of the 
Lord? This, my brethren, is his meaning. +: 
He diſputes with no one, not even with his 
enemies, their right of judging to a certain de- 
gree of his conduct ; but he reſerves to him- 
ſelf the right of appealing from their deciſions, 
: if he finds them unjuſt, to a ſuperior tribu= 
nal. He does not diſpute with them their 
liber ty of being guided in this reſpect by their 
Fknoy lege; but he reſerves to himſelf the li- 
berty of not ſubmitting, like a ſlave, to their 
opinion; and he will refer his cauſe, unre- 
ſervedly, only to che judgment of God. Why? 
For theſe four reaſons. 1. Becauſe men judge 
of the character of their fellows without the 
power of ſubjecting them to their deciſions; 
but God alone poſſeſſes all the authority requi- = 
ſite to conſtitute an arbiter of true merit. 
2. Becauſe men are generally deficient in the - 
knowledge neceſſary to diſcern true merit, where- 
as God infallibly perceives its reality. 3. Be- 
cauſe mankind are ſeldom ſufficiently impartial 
to appreciate ſolid worth, but God always 
judges of it with cunt.” "Ds and laſtly, Be- 


cauſe 
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On the Fudgments of Man. 


| cauſe very often men are ſo juſt as to leave 


true merit, even when they know its worth, 


without a recompenſe ; ; but God prepares for it 
a rich and certain reward. Exactly weigh all 
this, my brethren; do but reflect upon it; and ers 
I am ſatisfied that you will ſay with St. Paul, : 
He that judgeth me, is the Lords. 1 
1. Whatever right our fellow men have to 
decide upon our merit, it is clear that this 
right is not abſolute, and docs not allow them 
the leaſt authority over our conſciences and ſen- 
timents. We are not able to prevent them 
from judging of our character, and it would 
be unjuſt to do it if we were able; the reaſon | 
of this I have already mentioned. But it is. 
one thing to judge of others for one ſelf ; in 
particular, and another to do this in ſuch man- 
ner as to oblige them to ſubmiſſion. : Saint 
Paul was calumniated at Corinth. Thoſe 
V ho did not know him, or who were but little 
acquainted with him, paſſed raſh decifions on 
his conduct. Certain falſe teachers who knew 
him well, but did not love him, caſt ſome 
5 dubious ſhades on his actions, and in ſeveral 
ways decried his miniſtry, What could he do 
in this caſe? Could he prevent envy from 
: breathing out its poiſon ? ? Could he withhold 
his powerful and inſidious enemies from pre- 
judicing the people to his diſadvantage? Could 
he reſtrain them from repreſenting as cri- 
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Rom. xiv. 


. ConixrniAns, iv. 4. 


minal oe ſteps which he took for his juli : 
cation? All this was equally impoſſible ; for 
in vain do we attempt to make a multitude, 
when ſeduced and * judiced, attentive to rea- 


ſon. 5 


But, becauſe st. Paul was totally incapable = 
of preventing and ſtopping the diſadvantage- ; 
ous judgments which were paſſed againſt him, 
muſt he neceſſarily ſubſcribe to them? Does 
it hence follow that, becauſe the voice of his 
enemies is the moſt powerful, it muſt bear 

away with it his own? But what right have 
men over conſcience? By virtue of what au- 
thority do they preſume to bend the thoughts of 
the mind, and the ſentiments of the heart, to 
their deciſions ? ? Who has conſtituted them 

ſuch arbiters of real worth, as to enable them 
to deſtroy or confer merit by their determina- 


tions? Who art thou that judgeſt another man's 


ſervant + ? To his own maſter be ſtandeth or falleth. 
We muſt every one give account of himſelf to God, 
| as St. Paul wrote to the Romans. Our ac- 
tions and converſation muſt be ſubject to hu- 

man laws, ſo far as theſe laws are conformable 
to ſtrict. equity; becauſe they are then an 
emanation from the divine authority, and 
thoſe who exact the obſervance of them are 
ordained by God for that purpoſe. Rut if the 
application of theſe laws were unjuſt, or if 
any individuals ſhould of their own will at- 
e 3 
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On the Fudgments of Man. 


tempt to render me odious, by judging falſely | 

of my character, I would boldly ſay with St. 
flames, There is one lawgiver who is able to ſave, 
and to deſtroy : E who art thou that judgeſt another! 35 


And with St. Paul, But with me it is a very ſmall 


| thing, that T ſhould be judged of you, or of man's. 
7 Judgment; he that judgeth me, it the Lord, 


26 Though men were inveſted with all the 


N authority requiſite to conſtitute them arbitra- 
tors of true merit, they would be incapable of 
judging with certainty reſpecting it; becauſe 
God alone poſſeſſes all the knowledge neceſſary 5 
to know and inveſtigate it. This ſecond re- 
5 flection is evident from the very definition of 
true merit. By merit I here underſtand, that 
85 aſſemblage of qualities of the heart and mind, which 
renders men eſtcemed and worthy of praiſe. The 


9. 


SERMON 
V 


wb 7 | 


1 ba iv, | 
* Fo 


world calls! it, at different times, probity, virtue; 


and, to ſpeak evangelically, true merit we muſt : 
 fay is ſolid piety. But how can this ſolid piety, 
this virtue, this probity, this true merit, be 
known! Mankind in general judge of it from 
the external appearance, the conduct; and 
: they can judge of it from that alone: for er © 
penetration and knowledge do not reach to the 
heart. Yet it is certain that, before we can 
judge aſſuredly of the character by the external 
conduct, we muſt know the deſign in each 
particular action, and the motive which in- 
fluenced to it. Whatever is not f faith ; is in; 
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I Cor. 3 


by 9 Conmrutaxs, IV. 4. 


and whether we eat, or drink, or whatſoever We 
do, Toe ought to do all to the glory of God. This 


is the theology of St. Paul. Every action 
which proceeds not from a pri nciple of love to 
God, and which is not connected with his 2 
7 glory, IS worthy of neither eſteem nor praiſe ; 3 
at leaſt it is not a virtue, a trait of perfection, 
an evidence of merit. But I aſk, how ſhall 
we diſcover infallibly the motives sand deſigns | 
of human actions? _ Th 
„ charity thinketh no evil, \ is certainly true ; „ 
and when probability favors the preſumption, ; 
ve ought always to decide to the advantage of 
another. But, let us acknowledge the truth: 
how many vices do not the favorable circum- 
ſtances which conſtitute this probability, ge- 
nerally conceal—vices often impenetrable to 
all the ſagacity of the mind, and ſtill more to 
all the curioſity of the paſſions! How many 
ſecret faults, hidden fins, and vicious habits 
_ which are artfully diſguiſed under a deceitful 
exterior! To ſpeak in general, in both virtu- 
ous and vicious actions, how many ſteps are 
; dubious ! In one we diſcover an air of piety 
which pleaſes; and frequently, i in the ſame 1 in- 
ſtant, a ſort of reſerve which creates a thou- 
ſand ſufpicions. ' Diſcretion, for inſtance, has 


two traits very nearly reſembling diſſimula- 


tion; zeal ſometimes has only the appearance 


of paſſion; and | thols who ſtrive ſolely for the 
bg Publie 
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0 the vaten of Man. 


public good, are ſuſpected of acting from pri- 
Vate intereſt. 


But when this! is not the eile when there is 


1 


SERMONW 


nothing equivocal in the conduct of men, my - 


_ firſt queſtion again returns—who can infallibly _ 
diſcover their deſigns, and develop their mo- . 
tives : ? In this reſpect do we know well even, 

Sur own hearts? In exactly ſimilar circum 
ſtances are we not ſometimes determined by 
directly oppoſite motives? Do we not ſome- 
times perform the nobleſt and moſt virtuous _ 
actions from the baſeſt and moſt criminal 

. principles Does not avarice make us tempe- 
rate, weakneſs tender, vanity generous, and 
: pride modeſt ?. On the contrary part, do not 
| piety, charity, prudence influence us to bury 
in obſcurity thoſe efforts of virtue which 

would inſpire the moſt exalted ideas of our 

merit? One appears mean-ſpir ited, only be- : 
cauſe he is not malicious and revengeful. 

Another is eſteemed proud, only becauſe he 

avoids the ſocicty of a certain claſs whoſe | 

wicked examples he fears. A thirdis reputed N 

avaricious, only becauſe the ſecret embarraſ.ſ- 
ment of his affairs obliges him to retrench. 

Another is taxed with haughtineſs, only be- 
cauſe he is reſolute, and will not yield when 

his duty comes in queſtion. Where is the 
mortal poſſeſſed of ſufficient penetration to 
diſcover all this, and appreciate every thing 


according 
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1 Sam, ii. 3. 


15 CorrxTrians, iv. 4. 5 


according to its real worth ? Feeble creatures ! 


we ſee only the exterior of the actions of our 

fellow men, they only the outſide of ours; 
and on this great theatre of the world every 

thing concurs to impoſe on and deceive . 
The ſcene changes, but the ſprings which put 
the whole in motion lie hidden. We ſee the 

perſons who act, but we are ignorant of their 
motives. We ourſelves cannot conceive it 

_ Poſſible. that others ſhould ſo far penetrate 
into our ſouls, as to decide with certainty on 
; our real characters. 

But that which eſcapes their kno: lage, © can- 
not eſcape the knowledge of God. N o, my 
. brethren; let us not entertain a doubt on this 

head. He who has planted the ear cannot but 

hear; be who formed the eye cannot but fee. Can 
| the Lord who is a God of knowledge, can the au- 
guſt Being who has endowed our bodies ang 
ſouls with ſo many amazing powers, be igno= 
rant of the uſe we make of them, and of ms - 
purpoſes we by their means purſue? ? There are 
no dubious actions, no deceitful appearances, 
no hidden motives, no ſecret ſins, no unknown 
virtues ; nothing doubtful, nothing indiſtinct, 
nothing imperceptible in our very thoughts, | 
to the God who made us. His eyes, fays Elihu, 
are upon the ways of man, and he ſeeth all his 
goings. There is no darkneſs, nor ſhadow of death, 
where the workers of iniquity may bide themſelves. 
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On the Judgments of Man. 


J they ſay, ſurely the darkneſs ſhall cover them, 
even the night will be light about them, In vain 


would they go from bis ſpirit, In vain would they 


fee from his preſence, for he is every where 7 . 


and he knows every Hangs # for all orgy are 
naked and open to his eyes. 


The heart of man, ſays the Lord, is deceits 


1 above all things, and deſperately wicked ; who 


can know it? I the Lord ſearch the heart, and 
: try the reins. Theſe are the principles of rea- 
ſon and ſcripture. This made the Pſalmiſt 
oo ſay, O Lord, thou haſt ſearched me and known me. 
Thou knoweſt my down-ſitting and my up-riſing, thou 
underſtandeſt my thoughts afar off. Thou compaſſe 7 
my path and my lying down, and art acquainted 5 
with all my ways. This made St. Paul fay, j in 
the verſe following our text, God will make ma- 5 
nifeſt the counſels of the hearts. But when we 
admit theſe truths, and oppoſe the omniſcience 
of God to the ignorance of Man, what more 
natural than to ſay with the apoſtle, But with 
me it is a very ſmall thing to be judged of you, or 
of man's judgment ; yea 1 judge not mine ovο el. 


He that judgeth me is the Lerd. 


3. There is a ſtrange fatality, my brethren, : 
in the judgments which men paſs on the con- 

duct of their fellows. W hen ignorance does 
not blind, intereſt corrupts. We have ſeen 

that men are inadequate to the certain : 

knowledge of | true merit; and I now add, 

2 58 their 
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. their partial prevents them from appreciating 5 


— it juſtly. What, in fact, is the common rule 
ol our deciſions on the merit of another? ſhall 
1 declare it? it is ſelf love, and oftentimes 
very inflamed ſelf love. If exalted merit has 

been able to obtain juſtice in preceding ages, | 

ve laviſh on it the fineſt panegyrics. Een 1 
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if it ſhine forth in our own time, without di- 
miniſhing the glory we may acquire, the tri= _ 
bute of praiſe is not refuſed ; becauſe ſelf love 
will loſe nothing in doing homage to ine ex-. L 
cellencies of others, while they leave to our o] 
all their ſplendor. But as ſoon as there is any 
compariſon in the leaſt unfavourable to our 
intereſt, gracious God! into what capriciouſ- 
neſs do we not run! Groſs or refined jealouſy | 
magnifies i in our view the ſmalleſt defects of 
our neighbour, or deforms his moſt amiable 
qualities. To diſplay immediately before us 
_ virtues we have not, is indirect reproof, a cen- 
fure of our vices, an inſult on our ſelf-love ; | 
and ſelf. love is of too delicate ſenſibility not 
to avenge itſelf. Touched to the quick, its 
firſt care is imperceptibly to alter our ideas 5 
things, that we may conſider them in a falſe 
light. In its eſteem, the leaſt miſtakes will be- 
come criminal, the moſt generous actions the 
fruit of refined vanity or diſguiſed intereſt; it 
1 will not be ſtruck with the inconſiſtency of 
„ our ſcornfully turning from what at firſt we ; 
1 „ -*: admired : 
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On tbe Judgments of Man. 


admired with rapture. Such is the character 
of ſelf-love. How difficult it is to be an im- 
partial judge, while we carry in our boſom ſo 
treacherous a counſellor! Behold the effects of 
it in every thing i it loves, behold them in every | 
thing it hates. Is any one very much beloved 
by us? We can diſcern only their virtues; their 
faults are almoſt excellencies. On the con- 
trary, is any one our enemy? We ſee in him 
only blemiſhes; and we love to behold them, 
as conſoling us under out own. Do we ſide 
with a particular party? This is always the 
party in which good ſenſe, honour, and juſtice 
meet ; in this no one is vicious, but imprudent, 
and reaſon is generally attended to by all: 
while in the oppoſite party there is nothing 
but perfidy, obſtinacy, violence, and blind mad- - 
neſs. Thus we become prejudiced in every 
reſpect ; with reſpect to things, perſons, cir- . 
cumſtances, motives, every thing. This is 
the human heart. Alas! how little is it ca- 
pable of paſſing a juſt deciſion on true merit! 
how far from being impartial in judging of 
ſolid piety! This haſt thou experienced, Oo 
| bleſſed Jeſus! and thy death, the eternal mo- 
nument of a benevolence which is exalted far 
above the praiſcs of angels, ſtill proclaims to 
heaven and earth the horrid injuſtice of the 
judgments of men. Ves, my brethren, his 
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1. Contmtnans, iv. 4. 


SERMON Sctibe ; and they taxed him with intempe- 
rance, blaſphemy, and ſedition. His miracles. 
confounded them, and they attributed them 
to Beelzebub, the prince of the devils. Con- 
| trained to admire his doctrine, they gave vent 
to their malice in contemning his perſon, and 
reproaching him with his obſcure birth. Ex- 
5 aſperated at his reproofs, they conſidered him 
only as an enemy. His perfections excited 
their envy; from envy they proceeded to ha- 
tred, from hatred to calumny, from calumny 
to violence; and this, finally, erected the croſs 
of our divine redeemer. Such has been the lot 
of a cloud of the godly i in every age, and in 
every place. It is no new thing, nor un- 
common, to ſee merit unknown, obſcured, de- 
graded, perſecuted ; if not by malevolence, at 
| leaſt by prejudice and incredible blindneſs. 


From what judge, then, ſhall genuine merit 


obtain its Juſt praiſe? You will here, my bre- 
thren, undoubtedly anticipate me; from the 
Lord. In fact he alone can know every thing 
with certainty, and judge of 1 it with impartiality. 
Dwelling | in light, in him there is no darkneſs, 

no prejudice, no paſſion. Perfect i in holineſs, 
nothing can corrupt him; all powerful, nothing 


can tempt him. Nothing then can turn him 


from judging without reſbect of perſons, from 

being upright i in his juggments. Under this view 
can any one e be ſurpriſed, if we conſider this 

great 
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great Being as the only impartial judge of true 
merit? Can it appear ſtrange that St. Paul 
ſhould ſay, He that judgeth me is the Lord? 


4. What completely juſtifies theſe ſenti- 
ments of the Apoſtle, my brethren, is, that 


SERMON | 


God unites with all the authority, all the light, : 


- and all the impartiality requiſite to appreci- 


ate ſubſtantial virtue, all poſſible Juſtice in recom- 


penſing it; a quality which mankind cannot 
arrogate without bluſhing. In God I ſee diſ- 


played, in favour of thoſe who ſerve him only, 1 


fidelity and grandeur; in the world I diſcover 
nothing but caprice and vanity. Y ea, ſurely, 
 fays Elihu, God will not do wickedly, neither will 
the Almighty pervert judgment. Far be it from 1 


Jobs xxxive . 


12. 


Cad that be ſhould do wickedneſs, and from 1 


Almighty that he ſhould commit iniquity. For the 


work of a man ſhall he render unto him, and 5 


every man to find according to his ways. But is 


it thus in the world? I appeal to experience 


L on this head. if 1.) For one inſtance in which 


itt honors merit with any diſtinction, is it not 
A fact that in an hundred others it leaves it 
I obſcurity ? For one good man to whom in 
the courſe of an age it renders his due, is it 
not a fact that it crowns an infinite number, 
I Will not ſay of hypocrites only, but of vil- 
| lains, who have rendered themſelves illuſtri- 
ous by wickedneſs, by ſucceſsful crimes and 
ſplendid vices ? (2: ) But again, what is the 
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1. CoxixruIAxs, i iv. 4. 


recompenſe which merit can expect from 
the world? Were one to judge of the good it 
promiſes by the ſacrifices it requires, the moſt 
important advantages might be expected. 
Through vexation, diſguſt, fears and terrors, 
muſt one generally paſs, in order to pleaſe it; 
and what are its recompenſes? 
ſeldom conſiſt with virtue; external good, 
which alone cannot render happy; honors, . 
riches, applauſe, an empty vapour; that is all. | 
And what other good has it to beſtow : can it 
grant peace of conſcience, contentment, a 
noble ſubmiſſion to adverſity, generous | diſin- 
tereſtedneſs in proſperity, a placid hope of 3 
turity? None of theſe depend on the world. 
Though rich in promiſes, it is hence oftentimes - 
bold to inſpire us with hope; it is never ſtrong 
Poor worldlings 1 


Such as very 


to bleſs us with enjoyment. 
how are ye to be pitied in your dependence 


on a rewarder, who grants ſo Poor a recom- 
N penſe! But how happy is virtue in depending 5 
only on God! Light, conſolation, encourage- 
ment, protection, aſſiſtance, are the advan- 
tages which this heavenly F. ather affords i it here 
below, in life and in death. Deliverance 
from all pain, a glorious reſurrection, ſubſtan- 
tial and eternal felicity, are the recompenſes 
which this munificent Rewarder prepares for 
it in eternity? What completes the bleſſedneſs 
of virtue is zoly and NY ), that theſe rich 
rewards 
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8 rewards are immutably ſecured to it. No o; the 
ways of God are not as the ways of man. Their 
ingratitude is incredible, their fickleneſs exceſ- 
ſive. Though poſſeſſed of all poſſible merit, and 


£2 recompenſe 


19 


SERMON 


V. 


though you ſhould make the greateſt ſacrifices 
in their favor, at the leaſt failure they are in- 
cenſed againſt you. Fora mere trifle you will 
often find your friends become cool, your pa- 
trons indifferent, your ſervices forgotten. On 
the moſt trivial occurrence, the ſmalleſt ad- 
| vantage will ſometimes preponder againſt all 
your deſert; you they will facrifice to the 
llighteſt apprehenſion. | TO you they will ſay, 
as King Achiſh to David; I know that thou 
art good in my fight, as an angel of Cod. mn 
o in peace, that thou diſpleaſe not the lords of the 
Philiſtines ; ; that is, that you by no means ex- 
cite their jealouſy by your valour. This is 
the uſual courſe of things. When others 
vill not ſacrifice every thing to their paſſions, 
thus fickle, thus capricious will men become! 
In this manner we grow weary of all, ot 
perſons. as well as things, of merit as well = 
as perſons. At firſt we are pleaſed ; but 
afterwards humour, cuſtom, novelty, age, 
what am 1 ſaying ? every thing tends to alter 
our taſte, and detaches us from the objects 2 
which ſeemed to bear the greateſt ſway over 
our hearts. Alas! how juſtly might virtue 
complain, if her final appeal were to the 
judgments of men; if ſhe muſt receive her 
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redormplaſe from them! Happily for the be- 
eee, e who is The ſtrength of his heart, is the 
rock of ages. God is not a man, that be ſhould 
lie; nor the ſon of man, that be ſhould repent. With 
him there is no variableneſs, nor the leaſt ſhadow of 
turning. His faithfulneſs reacheth unto the clouds. 
The proofs which we have of his abſolute per- 
fection, as well as the teſtimony which he has 
given us of his love in Jeſus Chriſt, are ſo 
many pledges which aſſure us, that he who 
doth bis will, abideth for ever; that nothing ſhall 
tale away bis crown ; that nothing ſhall prevent 
him from taſting for ever, how great the good- 
neſs i is which God has laid up for them that fear him. 
Such is the hope of the believer. Would it 15 
be reaſonable, in the belief of theſe things, to 
regulate his ſentiments and principles by 
the judgments of men? Would it be natural 


to prefer their approbation to the approba- 
tion of God? Does not every thing, on the 


contrary, perſuade. him to maintain the lan- 


: guage * St. Paul ? 5 He that e me, is the 
7 Lord. 


41; But it is not enough . we Peak like | 


955 Paul, we muſt alſo aa as he did. Aer 


the example of this great Apoſtle, from the 


truth maintained in our text we muſt deduce, 
for our conduct in life, the conſequences which 


1 5 reſult from it. This, my brethren, is a mat- 


ter which individually concerns you. 


1. If it be true, that you ſhould acknow- 
ledge 


On the 1 of Man, 


ledge | no other abſolute judge of true merit, 


but God alone, you ſhould hence immediately 
_ conclude, that reputation, that idol of ſelf love, 
does not deſerve the ſacrifice of the ſmalleſt of our 
duties. Once more I ſay, I do not mean that 
we muſt be indifferent to what others think 


and ſay of us. On the one hand, we owe them 


ſome reſpect from a principle of conſcience; ; 


on the other, we are intereſted in procuring 


. their eſteem. Beſides, thoſe Who are void of 
delicacy in reſpect of reputation, are generally 


perſons deſtitute of honor. But I maintain, : 


for his honor or happineſs De ne = 
of men; that thoſe are without excuſe, who 


ſacrifice to them their duty; that every one 


Who adopts the language of St. Paul, He tbat : 


Judgeth me, is the Lord, muſt alſo be ready with 


him to ſubjoin, Vith me it is a very ſmall thing 
that I ſhould be judged of man's judgment, becauſe 


Rl Cor, iv, 


men judge unjuſtly. What, I aſk, is this ap- 


| Probation of the world with which we ſome- 
times appear ſo infatuated ? It is always __ 
imperfect judgment, becauſe it is founded on 
the external appearance; or if: it penetrate 1 
farther, it is only by conjecture. It i is an in- 
conſtant and fickle judgment ; becauſe, what 


men admire to-day, they will forget to- 


morrow. Often it is an intereſted Judg- 
ment; for how many give praiſe, only that 


Cc . they 


| Mat, xvi. | 
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chey may be praiſed in their turn ? And ins 2 


men by their praiſes inſpire us with the vir= _ 
tues we poſſeſs not? Or can we always, while 
breathing this fragrant perfume, impoſe ſilence 
on the voice of conſcience, which ſays, that if 
the world knew us a little more, it would 
Praiſe us much leſs ?—But again, what do we 


gain by this exceſſive ſenſibility to the unjuſt 


cenſures of our fellow men? In truth, we 


dae incomprehenſible. A fund of pride hid- 


den in the ſoul, induces us, on a thouſand oc- 
caſions, to diſtinguiſh ourſelves from others, 


l defy the judgments of men; but if we 
fſpeak of duty, timid, cowardly, afraid, we 
bend like ſlaves under their deciſions, become 
deſtitute of zeal, becauſe. it would render us 


ſubjects of ridicule; of conduct, becauſe luxury 
is in faſhion; of devotion, becauſe it is ne- 
glected in high life. We wiſh not to be fin- 
gular; we are unwilling to diſpleaſe, we reliſh 


not being expoſed. What falſe ſhame ! What 
abject ſubmiſſion ! | What! if the Lord be your 


Judge, ought you to prefer human deciſions to 


his? Will they make juſt, what he has de- 


clared unjuſt? Is there any compariſon be- 
tween the approbation of God, all-powerful, 
all-wiſe, all Juſt, all-holy, and the approba- 
tion of men, who are but vanity ? What fear 
can be more improperly placed ? For what is @ 


man h if he PR 2 the whole world, and 
| loſe 
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boſe his own ſoul ? Let the world blame or ap- 


FF 
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: prove you at its pleaſure : in the judgment 1 =p 


„ WE 


the Lord you will never be, but what you really 8 mT 
are; and on 1 his Judgment depends your YL; 


ſalvation. 


2. Hence flows, my brethren, a econ. con- : 


Hanes which I could wiſh deeply engraven 1 
on your hearts. It is this: If, for having done, 

or for wiſhing to do our duty, we perchance ſhould "06 

be calumniated or raſhly condemned, we ſhould con- 


” ſole our ſelves under it with the idea of the divine 
epprobation. Virtue cannot always eſcape the 


_ ridicule or ſatire of vice. Ought we to wiſh 
= could? This is a queſtion which Jeſus 


Chriſt has not left unreſolved. Moe unto you, 


aid he to his hearers, Woe unto 266. ah a 
men ſhall ſpeak well of you ! As ſome praiſes 1 


Luke vi. 
26. 


diſgrace, ſo ſome cenſures are a praiſe; and it 


is the character of thoſe who praiſe or blame 
which determines their nature, and ſtamps 5 


| their worth. But ſhould the chief of man- 


kind, ſhould the moſt intelligent, the moſt in- 


5 genious and the moſt refined, the greateſt and | 


| the moſt formidable, ſhould all unite to ren- 
der us objects of ridicule, or of contempt, by 


alleging againſt us, as criminal, our attach- 5 


ment to piety; ſhould virtue itſelf, unhappily | 

| ſeduced, league with vice in our condemnation, 
nothing ought to diſcourage, nothing intimi- 
date, nothing make us loſe light of the praiſe 
which 5 
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which awaits us in heaven. Proud enemies, 


whoſe inveterate malice daily ſharpens againſt — 
; me the envenomed ſhafts of calumny ; and you, 


ye more credulous than malicious, whoſe | im- 
9 prudent credulity gives calumny its wing; 


periſh a thouſand times, chan ſacrifie 


I appeal from your raſh judgments and unjuſt | 
deciſions to the tribunal of my God. There 
is in heaven an eye which ſees all, and which, 
beholding my deſigns, is the chief witneſs of 
my integrity. It is the eye of the all-wiſe 
Jehovah, of the God on whom I depend, to 
uv hom 1 ſhall give an account, who holds in 
his hands my eternal deſtiny. If this auguſt 
Being approve me, of what conſequence Is it 
that men are ſo weak or ſo malicious as to 
_ condemn me? There will come; yes, there 
will come a day—a day more brilliant than 
the ſun, for the cauſe of virtue, in which, from 
the mouth of my Saviour himſelf, men and 
angels ſhall be informed of my faithfulneſs. 
What a glory for a reaſonable creature, to be 
thus publicly applauded by the Holieſt of all 
Holies! What a triumph ſhall I have, when 1 
' ſhall hereafter hear my accuſers maintain this 
language, “ There is he whom we formerly 
« derided, whom we accounted a fool. Ves, 
« he 1s numbered among the children of God, 


« he has an inheritance of immortality.” It 
is better to ſuffer any thing; it is better to 
ſuch * 


| On the Judęments f Man. 


hope to thi ſhame of TY condemned by the 
unjuſt deciſions of men. 


3. This is the manner, my ente in 
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which the believer ſhould reaſon; theſe a | 


cConſolations which he ſhould oppoſe to the 


alu and raſn judgments of his fellow _ 


men. But that he may be in the condition 


: ſuitable to a participation in theſe conſolations 
L and mark well, my brethren, this third direes. 


they condemn in us any thing deſerving con- 


tien), be muſt be aſſured, on good grounds, that be is 
| attually approved by God. And how can he be 
aſſured of this? Only in one way, Ay zbe teſti- 
mony of a good conſcience. For if our hearts con- 
 demn us, certainly God, who is greater than our 20, 
: og: will with much more reaſon condemn 
While we muſt ſtand ſelf. convicted in 
any 1 important; while there is any truth 


in the judgments men paſs againſt us; while 


2 18 i. 12. 


1 John, iii. 


demnation, it is folly, it is madneſs, to appeal 
from their deciſions to the tribunal of God. 


The hypocrite and hardened ſinner have no- 

thing but puniſhment to expect from him. 
| Every man whoſe own conſcience confirms 

| the ſentence which others paſs againſt him, 
may reſt aſſured that theſe judgments are alſo 
ratified in heaven. But iF our heart condemn 


us not; if, after having well examined, well ” 


ſtudied, well ſcrutinized ourſelves, our con- 


ſcience, properly enlightened, approves. our 


conduct, 


—— — —— * 
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5 conduct, oh! then have we confidence towards. 
God its voice is the voice of God, its deciſion 


= | intimates the divine approbation. It is as 


though by it he had ſaid, Well done, good and 
faithful ſervants. It is as though by it he in- 
vited us to ſay, Fr is a very ſmall thing with me 
to be judged of you, or of man's judgment ; yea, 1 
ps not mine own . He that Judgeth me, is 
the Lord. 
WS "ap we wiſh, my dear Pete do we 
Ae then to ſecure the tranquillity of our 
days here below, and our glory through eter- 
nity? Let us take St. Paul for our guide. As 
my fourth direction I fay, Let us exerciſe ur- 
ſelves to have always 4 conſcience void of offence 
toward God, and toward man : Toward God, by 
adding to purity of worſhip and conduct, un- 
uearied aſſiduity in ſanctifying our hearts, 
that they may become the temples of God's 
holy ſpirit; toward man, by failing in nothing 


of what we owe to them, and by uniformly - 


doing all this from motives of Juſtice and be- 1 


75 nevolence; towards God and man at the ſame 


time, by always uniting benevolence with 


Piety, and the love of religion with the love 1 


of peace. This 1 is the true method of diſarm- 
| ing envy, and preventing raſh judgments ; this 


the infallible method of bearing its ſtrokes 


f with meekneſs, and of triumphing over it by . 
patience; this the only method of being able 


On the Judgment of Man. 
2 to wail pon Cod, to expect joyfully that great 


day which makes the workers of iniquity 
tremble, to appear before the judgment - ſeat 
F of Chriſt confident of there receiving at his 
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hands a crown of righteouſneſs. I will con- 0 


dclude all, my brethren, in two words. With 


a conſcience void of offence toward God and toward 5 
man, we ſhall give no occaſion to the malice 
of the human heart to be incenſed againſt us; 
or, if, by having done our duty, we become 

objects of impaſſioned judgments and wicked 

frage, we can hence make uſe of this conloling 

| promiſe of Jeſus Chriſt; Bleſed are ye, when 
men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay 
all manner of evil againſt you falſely for my ſake, | 
Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad; Vor . 15 © pad 


reward i in heaven. Amen. 
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